
 

 
 

COMPLAINT NUMBER 17/083 

COMPLAINANT R McCree 

ADVERTISER Mexicali Fresh  

ADVERTISEMENT Mexicali Fresh Out of Home 

DATE OF MEETING 14 March 2017 

OUTCOME No Grounds to Proceed 

 
 
Advertisement: The advertisement for a Mexicali Fresh restaurant was a small blackboard 
positioned just inside the doorway of the restaurant with the words “Women Run This Joint”.   
 
The Chair ruled there were no grounds for the complaint to proceed. 
  
Complainant, R McCree, said:  On Friday I was walking past the local Mexicali store on 
Victoria street and I saw this sign located along with a few others; 
I find this to be in somewhat bad taste,  I understand the point they are attempting to make 
but perhaps they are not going the right way about it.   for example if this was reversed and 
the sign read ’MEN RUN THIS JOINT’ this would cause some friction with the general public. 
It’s borderline offensive and i’m not sure how it would make their male employees feel 
having to work behind a sign saying such a thing.  it’s rather demeaning.  
 
The relevant provisions were Code of Ethics – Basic Principle 4 and Rule 5  
 
The Chair noted the Complainant’s concerns the advertisement was in bad taste, 
borderline offensive and rather demeaning. 
  
The Chair noted the Advertiser’s comment that the sign was part of a promotion for 
International Women’s Day, on 8 March 2017. The Advertiser said the objective was to 
celebrate the day and to start a conversation. The Advertiser said they had other signs 
saying “Our CEO is a Mom” and “We don’t taco no nonsense”. The Advertiser said the 
signs are no longer displayed. 
  
The Chair noted the sign that was before her for consideration; “Women Run This Joint” 
was part of a promotion for International Women’s Day. The idea of women running a 
business is not likely to cause offence to most people.  The Chair said therefore the sign did 
not reach the threshold required to be “likely to cause serious or widespread offence”. 
 
Therefore, the Chair ruled the advertisement had been prepared with a due sense of social 
responsibility to consumers and there was no apparent breach of Basic Principle 4 or Rule 5 
of the Code of Ethics. Accordingly, the Chair ruled there were no grounds for the complaint 
to proceed. 
 
Chair’s Ruling: Complaint No Grounds to Proceed  
 

 


