
 
 
 

COMPLAINT NUMBER 19/359 

COMPLAINANT G Senescall 

ADVERTISER City Vision 

ADVERTISEMENT City Vision, Print, Digital Marketing 

DATE OF MEETING 2 October 2019 

OUTCOME 
Not Upheld 
 
No further action required 

 
Description of Advertisements 
The City Vision flyer was headed “Opening up Chamberlain Park for everyone”. The text lists 
a range of benefits to the community from converting the 18 hole golf course to 9 holes, plus 
a range of community facilities such as sports fields for children and open space for picnics 
and jogging.  The City Vision website www.cityvision.org.nz/cp/faq, includes additional claims 
about the benefits of the planned change in the FAQ section. 
 
Summary of the Complaint 
The Complainant said the advertisement is misleading because it uses factually incorrect 
information. The Complaint challenged statements in the flyer including the use of the golf 
course, the level of access, the description of trees in the park, the popularity of nine-hole 
golf and the shortage of sports fields in the local area. 
 
Issues Raised  

• Truthful presentation 

• Advocacy advertising 
 
Summary of the Advertiser’s Response  
The Advertiser said the claims in the advertisement were supported by a range of 

information and provided substantiation. 

Summary of the Complaints Board Decision  
The Complaints Board did not uphold a complaint about City Vision’s Chamberlain Park 
Flyer and website frequently asked questions page.  This is because the Advertiser provided 
sufficient substantiation to support the claims made about its proposal for the future of 
Chamberlain Park, in the context of advocacy advertising. 
 
The Complaints Board ruled the complaint was not upheld. 
 
No further action required. 
 
 
Please note this headnote does not form part of the Decision. 

 
  
 
 
 
 

http://www.cityvision.org.nz/cp/faq
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COMPLAINTS BOARD DECISION 
The Chair directed the Complaints Board to consider the complaint with reference to the 
Advertising Standards Code.  
 
ADVERTISING STANDARDS CODE 
 

Principle 2:  Truthful Presentation:  Advertisements must be truthful, balanced and 
not misleading. 
 
Rule 2(b):  Truthful Presentation:  Advertisements must not mislead or be likely to 
mislead, deceive or confuse consumers, abuse their trust or exploit their lack of 
knowledge.  This includes by implication, inaccuracy, ambiguity, exaggeration, 
unrealistic claim, omission false representation or otherwise.  Obvious hyperbole 
identifiable as such is not considered to be misleading. 
 
Rule 2(e): Advocacy Advertising:  Advocacy advertising must clearly state the 
identity and position of the advertiser.  Opinion in support of the advertiser’s position 
must be clearly distinguishable from factual information.  Factual information must be 
able to be substantiated. 

 
Relevant precedent decision 
In considering this complaint the Complaints Board referred to a precedent decision, 
Decision 19/356 which was Not Upheld.  
 
The full versions of the decisions can be found on the ASA website 
https://www.asa.co.nz/decisions/ 
 
Decision 19/356 concerned social media advertisements for Phil Goff’s mayoral campaign. 
The Board said the majority of the statements in the advertisements were opinion and 
provided for under the advocacy principles. The Advertiser had provided sufficient 
substantiation to support their cost estimate, the reference to the 18 lane bridge and the 
reference to widening the bridge. The Board said in the context of robust debate during the 
local election campaign, the political advocacy advertisements were unlikely to mislead 
consumers. 
 
Complaints Board Discussion 
 
Consumer Takeout   
The Complaints Board agreed the consumer takeout for the printed flyer advertisement and 
the website is City Vision supports opening up Chamberlain Park for everyone with an 
improved public space. It supports this goal with statements about why a change is 
needed,outlines limitations of the current golf course and has information about a proposed 
plan. 
 
Is the advertisement advocacy advertising? 
The Complaints Board said the advertisement before it fell into the category of advocacy 
advertising and noted the requirements of Rule 2(e) of the Advertising Standards Code. This 
Rule required the identity of the advertiser to be clear; opinion to be distinguished from 
factual information and factual information must be able to be substantiated. The Advocacy 
Principles developed by the Complaints Board in previous decisions considered under Rule 
11 of the Code of Ethics remain relevant. They state:  
 
1.  That section 14 of the Bill of Rights Act 1990, in granting the right of freedom of 

expression, allows advertisers to impart information and opinions but that in exercising 

https://www.asa.co.nz/decisions/
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that right what was factual information and what was opinion, should be clearly 
distinguishable.  

 
2.  That the right of freedom of expression as stated in section 14 is not absolute as there 

could be an infringement of other people’s rights. Care should be taken to ensure that 
this does not occur.  

 
3.  That the Codes fetter the rights granted by section 14 to ensure there is fair play 

between all parties on controversial issues. Therefore, in advocacy advertising and 
particularly on political matters the spirit of the Code is more important than technical 
breaches. People have the right to express their views and this right should not be 
unduly or unreasonably restricted by Rules.  

 
4.  That robust debate in a democratic society is to be encouraged by the media and 

advertisers and that the Codes should be interpreted liberally to ensure fair play by the 
contestants.  

 
5.  That it is essential in all advocacy advertisements that the identity of the advertiser is 

clear. 

Having established the advertisement was from City Vision in support of their campaign to 
change Chamberlain Park, the Complaints Board noted that political advertisements were not 
only acceptable but encouraged, as they were an essential and desirable part of the 
functioning of a democratic society.  

The Complaints Board also observed that in a free and democratic society, differences of 
political opinion should be openly debated without undue hindrance or interference from 
authorities such as the Complaints Board, and in no way should political parties, politicians, 
lobby groups or advocates be unnecessarily fettered by a technical or unduly strict 
interpretation of the rules and regulations. Therefore, the Complaints Board considered the 
rest of the complaint in conjunction with this liberal interpretation under the application of the 
Advocacy Principles.    

Is the identity of the Advertiser clear? 
The Complaints Board agreed the Advertiser had met the identity requirements for advocacy 
advertising under Rule 2(e).  In the flyer, the logo and position of the Advertiser is clear and it 
includes an authorisation statement required under the Local Electoral Act for election 
advertising. A website address is provided for more information.  The Advertiser’s identity 
and position is also clear on its website. 
 
Is the flyer advertisement misleading? 
The Complaints Board reviewed the substantiation provided by the Advertiser to support the 
statements in the flyer.  The Board noted the changes to Chamberlain Park were still at 
proposal stage and therefore the information provided by City Vision substantiated its view of 
what the park could be.   
 
The Board acknowledged that City Vision and Save Chamberlain Park had opposing views 
on the future of the park and the likely impact of the proposed changes. 
 
The Complaints Board specifically discussed the following claims in the flyer advertisement: 
 
1. Currently only golfers use Chamberlain Park but their numbers are declining and the 

number of 18-hole games is dropping even further. 
2. Albert-Eden has a critical shortage of sports fields. 
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3. There are more than 30 golf courses in Auckland, most of which welcome casual 
players. 

4. Casual golfers at Chamberlain Park are more likely to play 9 holes than 18. 
5. While some trees will be removed, thousands more will be planted to create a natural 

habitat for native wildlife. 
6. A new 9-hole course to meet the trend for shorter golf rounds. 
 
On balance, the Board agreed the Advertiser had provided sufficient substantiation to 
support these claims.  It said that some of the data provided was open to interpretation 
including the period relating to declining number for golfers using the Park, but agreed that it 
adequately supported the claims made, in the context of advocacy advertising.  
 
Is the website advertisement misleading? 
The Complaints Board confirmed its decision on the statements in the flyer advertisement 
also applied to the same claims on the website.  
 
The Board then reviewed the additional website statements: 
 
7. It is fully fenced and off-limits for other users. 
8. About 60,000 rounds are played each year which equates to one round each week for 

about 1,200 regular players. 
9. The existing trees are a mix of low-quality exotics, pines and a few natives. 

10. 6-hole and 9-hole golf formats are steadily growing world-wide. 
 

The Board noted the photographs supplied by the Advertiser regarding access for other 
users and said they supported this claim. It said the remaining claims were low level 
statements from City Vision providing their interpretation of data, the types of trees in the 
park and the interest in different golfing formats internationally. The Complaints Board 
confirmed the Advertiser had provided sufficient substantiation to support these claims.   
 
The Complaints Board ruled the flyer and website advertisements were not misleading and 
not in breach of Principle 2 and Rule 2(b) of the Advertising Standards Code. 
 
Outcome 
The Complaints Board ruled the complaint was Not Upheld. 
 
No further action required. 
 
 

APPEAL INFORMATION 

According to the procedures of the Advertising Standards Complaints Board, all 
decisions are able to be appealed by any party to the complaint. Information on 
our Appeal process is on our website www.asa.co.nz. Appeals must be made in 
writing via email or letter within 14 days of receipt of this decision. 
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APPENDICES 
 

1. Complaint 
2. Response from Advertiser 

  
 
Appendix 1 
 
COMPLAINT FROM G SENESCALL 
Please process this complaint under the “ASA fast-track process” used for election related 
complaints.  As voting papers will start arriving this Friday, time is of the essence. 
 
CityVision is a political party in Auckland's Local Body Elections and currently controls the 
Albert-Eden Local Board (“AELB”) 5 members to 3. It is seeking re-election. The major 
project in Albert-Eden is the proposed redevelopment of Chamberlain Park - an 18 hole 
public golf course. We believe that CityVision's advertising is misleading in that it uses 
factually incorrect information and unsubstantiated statements presented as fact. 
 
The information CityVision is using has been disseminated via flyer mailbox drops and 
through a website referred to in the flyer. The flyer is attached in two documents and the 
website reference is www.cityvision.org.nz/cp/faq.  
 
We believe that the statements made are in contravention of the ASA Code rule 2(b) Truthful 
presentation and rule 2(e) Advocacy advertising. 
 
The misleading statements and claims made in the flyer distributed are detailed below. 
 

• Currently only golfers use Chamberlain Park but their numbers are declining and the 
number of 18-hole games is dropping even further. 

• Albert-Eden has a critical shortage of sports fields. 

• There are more than 30 golf courses in Auckland, most of which welcome casual 
players. 

• Casual golfers at Chamberlain Park are more likely to play 9 holes than 18. 

• While some trees will be removed, thousands more will be planted to create a natural 
habitat for native wildlife. 

• A new 9-hole course to meet the trend for shorter golf rounds. 
 

There are also misleading statements and claims made on the website, 
www.cityvision.org.nz/cp/faq, many of which repeat the items referred to above. Additional 
statements that are misleading include: 
 

• It is fully fenced and off-limits for other users. 

• About 60,000 rounds are played each year which equates to one round each week 
for about 1,200 regular players. 

• The existing trees are a mix of low-quality exotics, pines and a few natives. 

• 6-hole and 9-hole golf formats are steadily growing world-wide. 
 
Additional supporting information from the Complainant: 
 
Statements in the Flyer: 
 
Currently only golfers use Chamberlain Park but their numbers are declining and the 
number of 18-hole games is dropping even further. 

http://www.cityvision.org.nz/cp/faq
http://www.cityvision.org.nz/cp/faq
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Chamberlain Park is a public park and is available for use by all citizens if they choose to do 
so, not just golfers. 
Figures provided by Auckland Council (‘Council”) under the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 (“LGOIMA”) for the years ended 30 June 2013 to 30 
June 2018 the number of rounds played ranged between 47,458 and 51,683, averaging 
50,309. For the year ended 30 June 2019 the number increased to 63,260, an increase of 
25.9% over the previous year.  
CityVision is aware of these numbers, which do not show a decline. 
A request to Council under LGOIMA for information on the number of 9 hole and 18 hole 
rounds played in the year to 30 June 2019 received the following response “The system can 
record how many casual entries for 18 hole or 9 hole, however if golfers enter under a 
season entry or midweek or weekend special rate then it is not recorded if they play 18 or 9 
holes”. The validity of this statement was shown in an attendance breakdown document 
provided.  
CityVision is aware of this information and cannot therefore justify their statement about 18-
hole games dropping even further. 
CityVision is also aware of the statement by NZ Golf that golf in Auckland is growing and 
more facilities are required. 
 
Albert-Eden has a critical shortage of sports fields. 
This was stated in the AELB Local Plan for 2014 and the Draft 2017 Plan also referred to 
sport field shortages. However, information provided to Council officials showed that this was 
not, in fact, the case and this statement was not included in the final AELB Local Plan for 
2017. 
City Vision is aware of this. 

 
There are more than 30 golf courses in Auckland, most of which welcome casual 
players. 
This is true but does not paint the full picture. The data provided referred to in 1) above 
shows that there were 39,456 rounds played by casual course users. Only a handful of 
courses in Auckland have more than 40,000 rounds played per year by all users. 
Further, apart from Chamberlain Park and Takapuna, other courses are closed to non-
members for large parts of the weekend, reducing the opportunity for casual golfers to use 
them. 

 
Casual golfers at Chamberlain Park are more likely to play 9 holes than 18. 
For the reasons stated in 1) above, there is absolutely no statistical justification for this 
statement. 
From the data provided by Council only 14,240 9 hole rounds can be identified.as being 
played by casual golfers, out of a total of 39,456 rounds, therefore casual golfers are LESS 
likely to play 9 holes. 
CityVision is aware of these figures. 
Further, a survey of 450 course users by Save Chamberlain Park Inc showed that 76% of 
users surveyed were there to play 18 holes. This information has been made public. 
 
While some trees will be removed, thousands more will be planted to create a natural 
habitat for native wildlife. 
Using current course views and the masterplan map (available on the website referred to in 
the introduction) it is easy to see what areas of trees will need to be destroyed. A count of 
these trees came to a total of over 1,000 which makes the statement “some trees” 
misleading. 
Further, it is difficult to see from the masterplan map where “thousands more” trees will be 
planted and this statement is unsubstantiated.  
Does the count include riparian planting around the watercourse? 
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CityVision has not undertaken an ecological evaluation of the park so cannot say what the 
impact of the tree loss will be on wildlife. 
 
A new 9-hole course to meet the trend for shorter golf rounds. 
CityVision needs to provide statistical data to substantiate this statement. NB: Waiheke Golf 
Course, for example, has much less annual rounds played than at Chamberlain but has been 
trying to secure adjacent land to take it from a 9-hole course to an 18-hole one.  
 
Statements from the website: www.cityvision.org.nz/cp/faq. 
 
It is fully fenced and off-limits for other users. 
The course is not fully fenced and can be accessed both through the clubhouse and through 
a gate at the end of Sutherland Road. 
CityVision has been made aware of other courses in New Zealand such as Howick and 
Hagley Park where golfers and non-golfers are present. 
 
About 60,000 rounds are played each year which equates to one round each week for 
about 1,200 regular players. 
This statement is totally misleading and it is clear from comments on the website that 
readers have accepted it as a fact. 
CityVision has absolutely no basis on which to make this statement as there are no records 
of the number of individuals that play the course. There is a ladies and a mens club and 
there are the aforementioned concession card holders as well as the casual golfers who just 
come now and again.   
  
The existing trees are a mix of low-quality exotics, pines and a few natives. 
CityVision has no basis for this statement. Whilst tall pines are an obvious feature of the 
course, the denser areas of vegetation include more than “a few” natives. 
 
Appendix 2 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADVERTISER, CITY VISION 
 
Introduction 
 
City Vision is a political grouping with members from the Labour Party, the Greens and other 
unaligned left-leaning candidates – community independents. 
 
Among City Vision policies have been a focus on the environment, improving parks and 
protecting trees in our wards.  
 

Background information: 

2015 Auckland Council Masterplan, which is an approximate plan created for a funding 
round at Council, in 2015. This is a working plan. 

https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-
works/local-boards/all-local-boards/albert-eden-local-
board/docschamberlainpark/chamberlain-park-master-
plan.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0wJYgIQxgSNfnak_-
KgMyvZvteb6PCKxKRb2k7MZXE0JfSVBtTmqXx24w 

 

Save Chamberlain Park are abbreviated to SCP in this document. 

 

FLYER 

 

http://www.cityvision.org.nz/cp/faq
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-works/local-boards/all-local-boards/albert-eden-local-board/docschamberlainpark/chamberlain-park-master-plan.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0wJYgIQxgSNfnak_-KgMyvZvteb6PCKxKRb2k7MZXE0JfSVBtTmqXx24w
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-works/local-boards/all-local-boards/albert-eden-local-board/docschamberlainpark/chamberlain-park-master-plan.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0wJYgIQxgSNfnak_-KgMyvZvteb6PCKxKRb2k7MZXE0JfSVBtTmqXx24w
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-works/local-boards/all-local-boards/albert-eden-local-board/docschamberlainpark/chamberlain-park-master-plan.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0wJYgIQxgSNfnak_-KgMyvZvteb6PCKxKRb2k7MZXE0JfSVBtTmqXx24w
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-works/local-boards/all-local-boards/albert-eden-local-board/docschamberlainpark/chamberlain-park-master-plan.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0wJYgIQxgSNfnak_-KgMyvZvteb6PCKxKRb2k7MZXE0JfSVBtTmqXx24w
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-works/local-boards/all-local-boards/albert-eden-local-board/docschamberlainpark/chamberlain-park-master-plan.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0wJYgIQxgSNfnak_-KgMyvZvteb6PCKxKRb2k7MZXE0JfSVBtTmqXx24w
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1. Currently only golfers use Chamberlain Park but their numbers are declining and 
the number of 18-hole games is dropping even further. 

 

Response: 

Golfers numbers have declined at Chamberlain Park over the long-term. In the 1970s 
Chamberlain Park recorded over 70,000 rounds per annum but this slowly declined to about 
50,000 rounds in 2013 and just under 50,000 in 2014.  

 

The proposal to change Chamberlain Park was first publicised in 2015 and since then 
numbers have grown to over 60,000 as a result of that publicity. We see the recent growth as 
a bubble which would abate if the proposal were dropped. 

 

Despite that recent growth, which is a temporary spike, current golfing numbers are less than 
previous – therefore we were correct to say they are declining. 

 

Over that period, 9-hole rounds have increased significantly at the expense of 18-hole 
rounds. Approximately a quarter of all rounds played in New Zealand are 9-holes as opposed 
to 18-holes. It is generally accepted that the 9-hole game is increasing in popularity as 
people become busier, because it only takes a couple of hours rather than 4-5 hours. 

 

Limited data is collected at Chamberlain Park, and the only segmented data available is for 
the last 5 years. 

 

Data is not collected on whether members play 9-holes or 18-holes. Only casual players 
rounds are recorded as 9-hole or 18-hole rounds and that data shows strong growth in 9-
hole rounds, while 18-hole rounds have decreased.  

 

The next two categories are for those teeing off at 3pm so almost certainly 9-hole games - 
which also show strong growth, especially at weekends. 

 

Together these first 6 categories total roughly 50% of all rounds, and in 2018 67% played 9 
holes, whereas in 2013 the percentage was 50.4%. So amongst casual players 9-hole golf is 
growing both in absolute numbers and as a percentage of casual players, meaning a 
decrease in numbers for the 18-hole game. 

 

Considered overall, including golfers playing 18-holes as well, this increase in 9-holes and 
the attendant decrease in 18-holes is less noticeable, but none-the-less is still ‘dropping even 
further’ as we said. 

 

 2014 2018 Variation 

Midweek 9 holes (casual) 3,265  5,540 +69.7% 

Weekend 9 holes (casual) 4,402 6,882 +56.3% 

    

Midweek 18-holes (casual) 4,561 4,150 -9% 

Weekend 18-holes (casual) 7,351 5,635 -23.3% 

    

Midweek after 3pm (almost 
certainly 9-hole games) 

3,304 5,201 +57.4% 

Weekend after 3pm (almost 
certainly 9-hole games) 

1,146 2,212 +93% 
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Midweek after 12pm  2,134 3,091 +44.8% 

Weekend after 12pm  1,913 2,179 +13.9% 

    

Midweek Junior  219 196 -10.5% 

Weekend Junior  280 113 -59.64% 

School Parties  41 0 -100% 

    

Concession Entry  1,921 1,499 -22% 

Senior Season Entry  7,931 8,130 +2.5% 

Adult Season Entry  4,987 2,572 -48.4% 

7 Days Full Season Entry  3,598 6,787 +88.6% 

7 Days 12pm Season Entry  2,111 2,971 +40.7% 

    

Total for Calendar Year 49,164 57,158 +16.3% 

 

 

2. Albert-Eden has a critical shortage of sports fields.  

 

Response: 

Albert-Eden Local Board members are regularly told by local sports club organisers that 
there is a critical shortage of sports fields in the ward. Some football and league clubs have 
had to limit new players and others have had to hire sports fields some distance away in 
outer Auckland. 

 

This graph created by Auckland Council’s Parks, Sports and Recreation Dept in 2018 
projects the need for further sports fields as the central city population intensifies. It shows 
Albert-Eden along with neighbouring Waitematā have the highest demand for sports fields of 
all of Auckland. 
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3. There are more than 30 golf courses in Auckland, most of which welcome 
casual players.  

 

Response:  

This statement by City Vision is true and is acknowledged as such in SCP’s 
supporting comments. 

 

SCP’s contention about numbers of casual rounds is irrelevant, as is there contention 
that other courses are not open to casual players at different times. Across the 30+ 
courses this varies considerably and there are other courses who welcome casual 
players at all times. 

 

4. Casual golfers at Chamberlain Park are more likely to play 9 holes than 18.  

 

Response: 

This is explained above in the response to point 1. 

 

5. While some trees will be removed, thousands more will be planted to create a 
natural habitat for native wildlife.  

 

Response: 

This statement is true.  

 

As has been explained to the public at every step, the ‘masterplan’ is a rough guide 
to how the park and course would be laid out. It was drafted for Auckland Council’s 
governing body to approve further investigation into the concept in 2015. The golf 
course has been roughly drawn by a draughtsperson/graphic designer, but would be 
professionally designed by a golf course architect working with local golfers to create 
the final 9-hole course layout, retaining trees that are considered worth keeping. This 
has been well publicised. 

 

Despite the masterplan being just a draft, it still shows many areas that would be 
trees, bush and wetlands. Those areas are significantly greater than the existing bush 
and trees at Chamberlain Park.  

 

See our attached drawing which is an aerial photo of the golf course with the 
masterplan roughly laid over it, showing in green approximately where the new 
wetlands will be added, new plantings and bush to be added; and in orange the areas 
where trees will be felled for the two sports grounds and the driving range. 

 

It was in this area in the east of the park where the sports fields, parking and golf 
driving range are roughly laid out (not finalised yet) that SCP made their ‘count’ of 
trees and supposedly got to 1000 before stopping for rain and estimating the rest. 
Clearly there are barely 300 trees in this area let alone 1000. But not all those trees 
will be felled and those on the edge of the boundary would stay (as can be seen in 
the masterplan). 

 

Our drawing also shows that the new wetland area will cover a large area in the west 
of the park and will be planted to restore the wetland eco-system that existed in this 
area prior to it being cleared and drained for the golf course. This will become dense 
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bush with a walkway through it, and will include thousands of native trees of many 
different species to support native fauna. 

 

The tree cover over the rest of the park - lining the fairways, around the greens and 
along the park boundary - will remain relatively unaltered with the ratio of trees to 
grass being similar to existing levels. 

 

 

 
 

 

6. A new 9-hole course to meet the trend for shorter golf rounds.  
 
Response: 

This is explained above in the response to point 1. In addition, here are some specific 
quotes from golf experts to explain our statement. 

 

From the Jerry Tarde, Chairman of Golf Digest … 

“If golf were invented today, it would be a nine-hole game. By no means are 
we questioning 18 holes, but our culture dictates shorter blocks of free time. 
I’d rather squeeze in nine holes than none.” 

http://www.golfdigest.com/golf-tours-news/2013-05/gwar-time-for-nine-bill-
fields-0530 

 

Tony Jacklin: “I am [a big advocate of Par-3 tournaments too]. I still love the 
big courses and the classic links but there are so many benefits to par-3 golf. 
I’ve hosted the British Par 3 championship at Nailcote Hall for the last eight 
years and it’s very successful. We do everything on a 10-acre site – with a 
nine-hole Par 3 course – that they do on big courses, other than players using 
woods. We entertain celebrities, play four days, have a tented village, a 
couple of thousand fans – and best of all, you get round in an hour no 
problem at all.”  

http://www.golfdigest.com/golf-tours-news/2013-05/gwar-time-for-nine-bill-fields-0530
http://www.golfdigest.com/golf-tours-news/2013-05/gwar-time-for-nine-bill-fields-0530
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http://www.golfbreaks.com/blog/post/2015/07/06/Golfbreakscom-meets-Tony-
Jacklin.aspx 

 

Jonathan Gaunt, Director, Gaunt Golf Design: “The real answer is to reduce 
existing 18-hole courses in urban/suburban areas down to 9-holes and 
provide a high quality practice area/driving range and short game practice 
zones.” 

http://www.golfbusinessnews.com/news/opinion/the-case-for-9-hole-golf-
courses/ 

 

WEBSITE 

 
7. It is fully fenced and off-limits for other users.  

 

Response: 

Chamberlain Park has a high fence around most it limiting access to the public. 
Where there is not a fence there is a thick hedge or the boundary is the backyards of 
private properties which block public access. Where Chamberlain Park borders public 
space there is a high fence. 

 

There are two entrances at Sutherland Road – both of which are gated with signs 
warning against public access. While the groundsman's entrance in the NW corner is 
sometimes left open for some time on days when a delivery of material (sand, mulch, 
etc) is expected - it is clearly marked with hazard warnings and prohibitions against 
entry (see photos). 

 

 

http://www/
http://www/
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30-40 metres from main groundkeeper's entrance at the end of Sutherland Road is a 
gated driveway to the groundkeeper's house.  Here there are "No Tresspassers" and 
"No Thoroughfare" signs. 
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The public entrance is at the golf clubhouse off Linwood Ave, up a right-of-way 
driveway to a carpark that is fenced and has warning signs referring to the park as a 
‘property’ rather than a public park. 
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To enter, the public must walk through the pavilion building where golfers pay their 
green fees etc. Non-golfers must "sneak in" by passing directly in front of the staff on 
duty at the entry counter.  

 

There have been many instances of non-golfers being refused entry, often for safety 
reasons. When we took the above photos, the staff member on duty said that there 
are few members of the public apart from golfers who try to gain entry and he 
routinely warns them of the hazard of flying golf balls.  

 

In summary, the park looks like a private golf course, there is no sign of welcome to 
non-golf users, and the few who do ask to enter are actively warned against entry. 
The public cannot use the park for non-golfing activities in the same relaxed manner 
that they can do at any other park. There is a general understanding that the park is 
off-limits to non-golfers. 

 

 

8. About 60,000 rounds are played each year which equates to one round each 
week for about 1,200 regular players.  

 

Response: 

This is true – 60,000 equates to 1,153 per week. 

 

We’ve been told that many golfers will play 2, 3, 4 or even more rounds per week at 
Chamberlain Park so the number of regular players could be much less. We erred on 
the side of caution with 1,200. 
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9. The existing trees are a mix of low-quality exotics, pines and a few natives.  

 

Response: 

Our statement on the quality of the existing trees is clearly an opinion based on the 
view that native trees are superior to radiata pine and eucalyptus.  

 

“Few” refers to the number of natives compared to exotics to demonstrate there 
aren’t many. While ‘few’ can mean three it is more commonly defined in the dictionary 
as ‘a small number of’. Which is agreed to by SCP. 

 
 

 

10. 6-hole and 9-hole golf formats are steadily growing world-wide.  
 
Response: 

This has been dealt with in answers 1 and 6. 
 
A brief Google search on this brings up many instances of golf courses promoting 
expanded 9-hole golf options.  
 

• The US Golf Association has a large website and promotion called PLAY9 

• 9-hole has been added to the Australian Open tournament.  
 
That trend is seen across NZ at golf courses like Remuera who recently wrote on 
their website “We have seen a continued growth of the 9 hole women’s and 35-45 
men which signals that those wanting to play golf want different options to those of 
past years and, as a Club, we need to respond to those demands”. 
 
The less common 6-hole golf is also growing in popularity, mainly overseas: 
 

• Golf must embrace six-hole events, says European Tour chief executive 
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2016/jul/24/golf-six-hole-european-tour-
keith-pelly-t20 

 

• European Tour announces six-hole tournament 
https://www.golfdigest.com/story/european-tour-announces-six-hole-
tournament 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2016/jul/24/golf-six-hole-european-tour-keith-pelly-t20
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2016/jul/24/golf-six-hole-european-tour-keith-pelly-t20

