
 

 
 

COMPLAINT NUMBER 20/309 

ADVERTISER Electoral Commission  

ADVERTISEMENT Electoral Commission, Television 

DATE OF MEETING 27 July 2020 

OUTCOME No Grounds to Proceed 

 
Advertisement:  The Electoral Commission television advertisement promotes the 
upcoming referendums where voters will be asked to vote on the Cannabis Legalisation and 
Control Bill as well as the End of Life Choice Act 2019. The advertisement states that "the 
cannabis referendum asks "Do you support the proposed Cannabis Legalisation and Control 
Bill?" The advertisement ends with "Enrol. Vote. Be Heard. Vote.nz - 080036 76 56 
referendums .govt.nz 
 
The Chair ruled there were no grounds for the complaint to proceed. 
 
Complaint: The ad showed information on the upcoming Referendum Question:  Do you 
support the proposed Cannabis Legalisation and Control Bill? 
The word RECREATIONAL before Cannabis seems to have been removed. People will 
presume this Bill includes Medicinal Cannabis which was legalised in April 2020.  Misleading 
and disingenuous. 
 
The relevant provisions were Advertising Standards Code - Principle 2, Rule 2(b), 
Rule 2(e);  
 

Principle 2: Truthful Presentation: Advertisements must be truthful, balanced and 
not misleading.    
 
Rule 2(b) Truthful Presentation: Advertisements must not mislead or be likely to 
mislead, deceive or confuse consumers, abuse their trust or exploit their lack of 
knowledge. This includes by implication, inaccuracy, ambiguity, exaggeration, 
unrealistic claim, omission, false representation or otherwise. Obvious hyperbole 
identifiable as such is not considered to be misleading. 
 
Rule 2(e) Advocacy advertising: Advocacy advertising must clearly state the 
identity and position of the advertiser. Opinion in support of the advertiser's position 
must be clearly distinguishable from factual information. Factual information must be 
able to be substantiated. 

 
The Chair noted the Complainant’s concerns the advertisement was misleading by not 
including the word ‘recreational’.  
 
The Chair said the advertisement was an example of advocacy advertising. Rule 2(e) of the 
Advertising Standards Code applies to advocacy advertising. Under Rule 2(e): 
 

• Advocacy advertising must clearly state the identity and position of the advertiser 

• Opinion in support of the advertiser’s position must be clearly distinguishable from 
factual information 
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• Factual information must be able to be substantiated 
 
The Chair said the identity of the Advertiser was clear as the Electoral Commission’s name 
was present for an appropriate portion of the advertisement and website links are provided 
for viewers to obtain further information.  The message in the advertisement was also clear. 
The advertisement therefore met the criteria for an advocacy advertisement. 
 
The Electoral Commission is responsible for running New Zealand’s Parliamentary elections, 
including running the referendums. Part of their role is to work with communities to help them 
understand and take part in elections. 
 
The Chair said the advertisement presented information about the referendum topics to be 
voted on at the 2020 election.  The Chair said the wording used in the advertisement 
reflected one of the questions that voters will be asked in the referendum, “Do you support 
the proposed Cannabis Legalisation and Control Bill?”.  The Chair noted medicinal cannabis 
was already legal in New Zealand and did not consider the absence of the word ‘recreational’ 
would alter the likely consumer takeout of the advertisement. 
 
While she acknowledged the Complainant’s concerns, the Chair said the advertisement did 
not reach the threshold to be considered misleading.  The Chair said the advertisement was 
not in breach of Principle 2, Rule 2(b) or Rule 2(e) of the Advertising Standards Code.  
 
The Chair ruled there were no grounds for the complaint to proceed. 
 
Chair’s Ruling: Complaint No Grounds to Proceed  
 
 
 APPEAL INFORMATION 

According to the procedures of the Advertising Standards Complaints Board, all 
decisions are able to be appealed by any party to the complaint. Information on 
our Appeal process is on our website www.asa.co.nz. Appeals must be made in 
writing via email or letter within 14 calendar days of receipt of this decision. 

 


